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òEntered Apprentice Contemplating the Rough Ashlaró 

Made of marble material by the artist, David Lettelier from Havana, Florida. Currently limited to only 500.  
The statue measures 8ò tall by 4ò wide, with the wood base, it is 10ò wide by 6ò deep. 
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The Simple Question and   

The Proper Answer 
 

We have all heard stories told by Third Grade 

teachers and have even laughed at Art Linkletterôs  

remarks about ñKids Say the Darndest Things.ò One of 

my favorite stories is about the seven-year old girl who 

asked her mother, ñWhere do babies come from?ò The 

bewildered Mom struggled with trying to find the right 

words to explain the biological process to her daughter, 

and just as she was preparing to answer, the daughter 

added, ñSally said her mother was going to the hospital, 

and she was going to get a baby brother, so I wanted to 

know if we could go there too?ò I am certain that the 

mom in this story was greatly relieved when she  

discovered that she didnôt need a complex answer,  

simply one adequate to satisfy the curiosity for the  

moment. 

I had a similar experience when I visited a Lodge 

room recently with my seven-year old granddaughter, 

and she asked, ñWhy do you have those two rocks in the 

room (rough ashlar and perfect ashlar)?ò After thinking 

for a moment, I reminded her about the crafts that she 

had built with her mom and dad using wood. ñWhen you 

were going to nail or glue two pieces together, donôt 

they fit together better if they are smooth instead of 

rough or like using a board and a twig?ò She answered 

that they did. I then explained that the rough ñrockò of 

stone was the type you would find in a quarry or perhaps 

in a field, but to be used by a builder, it sometimes had 

to be made smooth so that the two stones would fit  

together better. I told her that the workers would use 

their tools to measure for the proper size stone, make it 

smooth, and then take it to the builder to use. This  

simple answer had satisfied her question. 

As we work in our Lodge, perhaps we should 

remember that we as speculative Masons are working 

with people, not stones, but have the same task as the 

workers. Our products are Living Stones of Human life. 

The rough corners are the imperfections, the vices, and 



Mission and Vision Statements of  

The Grand Lodge, A.F. & A.M., of Virginia  

 

 The mission of the Grand Lodge of Virginia is to teach and perpetuate a way of life that promotes the 

Brotherhood of Man under the Fatherhood of God and to assist its Lodges to grow and prosper. 

 The vision of the Grand Lodge of Virginia is to be the premier organization composed of men of  

integrity and character, who are honest, true to their word, believe in God, are devoted to family, charitable in 

their community, and courteous and helpful to each other. 
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 August  

15 Official Visit, Tiled, Masonic District 24 

16 Official Visit, Tiled, Masonic District 35B 

18 Bremond Lodge No. 241 

19 Official Visit, Dinner, Masonic Districts  

5 & 6 

20 Official Visit, Dinner, Masonic Districts  

35A & 35B 

21-23 Scottish Rite Biennial Session,  

Southern Jurisdiction 

24 Pocahontas Lodge No. 240 

25 Official Visit, Dinner, Masonic Districts  

47 & 49 

26 Official Visit, Dinner, Masonic Districts  

31 & 32 

27 Statewide One-Day Conferral Class 

 September 

3 Hiram Club Ball, Virginia Beach 

7 - 10 Mid-Atlantic Shrine Association,  

Virginia Beach 

9 Official Visit, Dinner, Masonic District 27 

17 Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Virginia,  

Richmond 

Official Visit, Dinner, Masonic District 34 

20 Official Visit Tiled Masonic District 34 

22-24 South Atlantic Shrine Association,  

Myrtle Beach 

23-25 Scottish Rite Conference, Newport News 

superfluities of life. We must try to  

separate the human from these  

distractions, as well as the prejudices and 

other things that prevent us from keeping 

our thoughts and our passions within due 

bounds. If we as Masons are indeed intent 

on taking good men and making them  

better, we must look at the designs on our 

Trestleboard, strive to perfect our living 

stones, whisper good advice or influence 

to keep our friend on the straight and  

narrow pathway, and make our own life an 

example to the way that we should think, 

talk, and act. 

None of us are perfect, but if we 

measure (think) twice and cut (speak or 

act) once, I am confident that our example 

will help to Make a Difference Every Day. 

 

 

 

 

John M. Chambliss, Jr. 

Grand Master 
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The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge 
OF ANCIENT, FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS OF 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 

Executive Order No. 3 

2010-2011 
WHEREAS, there are circumstances when prospective candidates cannot be accommodated 

by the several month or year-long Degree process, and 

WHEREAS, without disruption to the regular conferral of Degrees in the Lodge, we can take 

good men and make them better, in a one-day conferral once every few years, 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, John M. Chambliss, Jr., Grand Master of Masons in Virginia do 

hereby establish and authorize a Statewide One-Day Conferral Class to be conducted on August 

27, 2011, at Shelby Lodge No. 162, at these six Scottish Rite Valleys (Lynchburg, Newport 

News, Norfolk, Portsmouth, Richmond, and Roanoke), and at the Kena Shrine Center. 

The District Deputy Grand Masters within each location will have primary responsibility 

and will be supported by the Committee on Work, and the Committee on Masonic Education, 

the Worshipful Masters, Lodge Officers, the District and Lodge Instructors of Work and the 

District and Lodge Educational Officers. There will be an elected Grand Line Officer or Past 

Grand Master at each Conferral site to serve as my personal representative. 

Each candidate will be assigned a mentor, and it is recommended that the Petition signers be 

present as well. 

Detailed guidance will be issued to ensure that the Degrees are conferred in a manner that is 

impressive and memorable to each candidate, and consistent across the Commonwealth. 

Given under my hand and the Seal of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted  

Masons of the Commonwealth of Virginia at the City of Richmond this 7th day of March, A.L. 

6011, A.D. 2011 and in the Two Hundred and Thirty-third year of our Grand Lodge. 

 

 

 

John M. Chambliss, Jr. 

Grand Master 

 

 

 

 

Attest: 

 

 

Alan W. Adkins 

Grand Secretary 

SUMMARY:  This Executive Order establishes a Statewide, One-Day Conferral Class on 
August 27, 2011, and prescribes responsibilities for its conduct. 
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The Patriot Mason: Freemasonry in American Society  

For Masons heading overseas ñThe Patriot  

Mason: Freemasonry Library and Museum of  

Freemasonryò plan to spend some time at the Library and 

Museum of Freemasonry, Freemasons' Hall London if 

your schedule permits. This exhibit delves into the 

role of Freemasonry in American society from the 

early eighteenth century to now. Library and Museum 

of Freemasonry collections are used almost exclusively for 

this presentation using rare Masonic objects, Masonic  

regalia, books and documents on Masonry, including  

portraits and pictures.  

Two objects of interest are one of Worshipful George 

Washingtonôs aprons and one of the rarest books, Masonic 

or otherwise, The Constitutions of the Free-Masons. Why 

is The Constitutions of the Free-Masons rare? It was  

published by M. W. Benjamin Franklin in 1734, and he 

printed few books because of their inherent expense.  

Also on display are Masonic costumes, aprons, jewels 

worn by American Masons for the early 1700ôs.  

Freemasonryôs arrival in the colonies, especially the  

American colonies was rapid and influential. It was credited 

with immigration increases and expansion of trade in the  

American colonies, West Indies and other members of the 

British Empire.  

In the exhibit, leading members of the Craft are pointed 

out, beginning with 13 of the 39 men who signed the  

Constitution were Freemasons. 

This painting of George Washington as a 
Freemason was presented to Freemasonsô 
Hall by Henry Wellcome, the American  
pharmaceutical entrepreneur. 

From now through December 22, 2011, the 

exhibit at the Library and Museum of  

Freemasonry, Freemasons' Hall London is free to 

the public, Monday through Friday, 10 AM to 5 

PM.  

 

http://www.freemasonry.london.museum/  

 

Freemasonsô Hall 

60 Great Queen Street 

London WC2B 5AZ 

UK 
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The 47
th

 Problem Of Euclid Or Pythagorean Theorem  

William Talbott ñTerryò Ellison, Jr., Deputy Grand Master  

 

There are parts of our ritual that have great importance. But despite hearing them many times, we 

still have only an imperfect understanding of their significance. 

I believe this is particularly the case with the 47th problem of Euclid, which is in the Degree of 

Master Mason. It probably gets less attention, and certainly less understanding, than all of the symbols 

and geometric allusions in the Masonic Catechism combined. Yet, it contains as much food for thought, 

and contains as great a truth as any of the other symbols. 

All that our ritual states is that: 

ñThe 47th problem of Euclid was an invention of our ancient friend and Brother Pythagoras, who, 

in his travels through Asia, Africa, and Europe, was initiated into several orders of Priesthood, and 

raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason. This wise philosopher enriched his mind abundantly in a 

general knowledge of things, more especially in Geometry, or Masonry. On this subject he drew out 

many problems and theorems; and among the most distinguished he originated this, when in the joy of 

his heart, he exclaimed, ñEureka,ò meaning I have found it; and upon the discovery, is said to have  

sacrificed a hecatomb.ò 

Now a first point of clarification, and the reason this talk is titled: The 47th Problem of Euclid or 

Pythagorean Theorem, is that while it is generally believed in the mathematic community that  

Pythagoras ñinventedò or discovered this problem, it was Euclid who mathematically proved this  

proposition. 

But what is its great importance? Simply put, the 47th problem is at the root, not only of all  

Geometry, but of most applied mathematics; certainly all that is essential in surveying, engineering, 

and astronomy, and in that wide expanse of problems concerned with finding one unknown from two 

known factors. 

At the close of his first book, Euclid states the 47th problem, and its correlative 48th, as follows: 

(47th) In every right angle triangle, the square of the hypotenuse is equal to the sum of the square of 

the two sides (A² x B² = C²). 

(48th) If the square described on one of the sides of a triangle be equal to the squares described on 

the other sides, then the angle contained by these two sides is a right angle. 

This sounds more complicated than it is, so letôs talk about it in plain English. As Masons, we all 

know what a square is because our ritual teaches that a square is a right angle, or the fourth part of a  

circle, or an angle of ninety degrees. And for the benefit of those who may have forgotten, the 

ñhypotenuseò of a right triangle is the triangle's longest side; the side opposite the right angle. Another 

way of thinking about it is that it is the line that cuts a square into two triangles. 

So let us consider that the familiar Masonic square has one arm 6 inches long, and one arm 8 inches 

long. 

If a square is erected on the 6-inch arm, that square will contain square inches to the number of 6 

times 6, or 36 square inches. 

If the square is erected on the 8-inch arm it will contain square inches to the number of 8 times 8, or 

64. 

The sum of 36 and 64 is 100 square inches. 

According to the 47th problem, the square, which can be erected on the hypotenuse, or line joining 

the 6 and 8-inch arms of the square, should contain exactly 100 inches. The only square root that can 

contain 100 square inches has 10-inch sides - since 10, and no other number is the square root of 100. 

A2 + B2 = C2. 
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This is ñprovable,ò mathematically, but it is also demonstrated with an actual square. You need  

only lay off a line 6 inches long, at right angles to a line 8 inches long, connect the free ends by a line 

(the hypotenuse) and measure that line to be convinced, it is indeed, 10 inches long. 

And, of course, this works whether, instead of inches, we use any other unit of measurement, feet, 

meters, miles, or even light years. 

Ok, so what? Well, it may surprise some of you to know that this theorem has a very practical  

everyday use in the building trades, in surveying and even astronomy. 

Without any other instruments than three pieces of cord and three stakes, one can lay out a right 

angle for a foundation, or the fence of a field, with remarkable accuracy. 

For example, having placed a stake, with a six feet cord attached, at the point where the corner is to 

be, and knowing the direction which one wall is to extend, a second stake is placed at the end of the six

-foot cord. The other two cords 8 and 10 feet long, respectively, are then stretched from the first two 

stakes to the point where the ends of the two cords meet, and a stake is placed there which marks the 

direction of the other side of the building. The angle made by the cords at that corner must be a right 

angle. The triangle formed has sides 6, 8, and 10 feet in length and the corner right angle is opposite 

the 10 foot hypotenuse. 

The engineer, who tunnels from either side through a mountain, uses it to get his two shafts to 

meet in the center. Claudius Crozet used it to drill his railroad tunnel through Afton Mountain and it is 

recorded that he was off by only a few inches. 

 

TOP VIEW OF A MOUNTAIN  

a. Horizontal distance between benchmark 
and point adjacent to proposed entrance  

b. Vertical distance between Benchmark and 
point adjacent to proposed entrance  

c. Distance between points adjacent to  
proposed entrances A and B  

The 47
th

 Problem Of Euclid Or Pythagorean Theorem  
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The 47
th

 Problem Of Euclid Or Pythagorean Theorem  

The surveyor, who wants to know how high a mountain may be, ascertains the answer through the 

47th problem. 

The navigator traveling the trackless seas uses the 47th problem in determining his latitude, his  

longitude, and his true time. 

The astronomer who calculates the distance of the sun, the moon, the planets - and who fixes ñthe 

duration of times and seasons, years and cycles,ò depends upon the 47th problem for his results. 

So you can see why our ritual states that ñOn this subject he drew out many problems and  

theorems; and among the most distinguished he originated thisé.ò Euclidôs famous 47th problem is 

distinguished because its resulting calculations show us how to predict eclipses, specify the height and 

times of tides, survey land, dig shafts and tunnels, and build roads and bridges. 

Although the candidate learns of the 47th Problem of Euclid in the Degree of Master Mason, the 

importance of Geometry in general is explained in the Degree of Fellowcraft. Here the candidate is told 

that: 

ñBy Geometry we may curiously trace nature through her various windings to her most concealed 

recesses; by it we may discover the power, the wisdom, and the goodness of the Grand Architect of the 

universe, and view with delight the proportions which connect this vast machine.ò 

ñBy it we may discover how the planets move in their orbits, and demonstrate their various  

revolutions; by it we account for the return of seasons and the variety of scenes which each season  

displays to the discerning eye. Numberless worlds are around us all framed by the same Divine Artist 

which roll through the vast expanse and are all conducted by the same unerring law of nature.ò 

Then in the Degree of Master Mason, with the 47th problem, we tell how man reaches deeper into 

Geometry to produce the science of astronomy and learn more about the universe. With it, he measures 

the most enormous distances. With it, he describes the whole framework and handiwork of nature. 

With it, he calculates the orbits and the positions of those ñnumberless worlds around us. ñBut most 

important of all, with it, he better understands Godôs great work and reduces the chaos of  

ignorance to the law and order of intelligent appreciation of the universe. 

Thus, it is that while operative Masonry was focused on the practical nature of the science of  

Geometry, speculative Masonry and the ritual of the Degrees of Fellowcraft and Master Mason are 

concerned with the philosophical and aesthetic implications of Geometry ï its moral calculations and 

spiritual symmetry inherent in those calculations. 

Our Degrees instruct us that the process and results of Geometry prove that the science and its  

practical applications in Masonry are of a divine and moral nature, and that by its study we are enabled 

not only to prove the wonderful properties of nature but to demonstrate the more important truths of 

morality. 

In Freemasonry, we are less concerned whether men remember much about the Geometric science 

which they studied in school, and less concerned with its uses in engineering, surveying and  

astronomy, but we are very interested, indeed, in applying the symbols of mathematics and geometry to 

build moral character. And it is for this reason that the symbolism of this ñinvention of our friend and 

Brother ñ becomes one of the most impressive, and one of the most important, of the emblems of  

Freemasonry, since it is a symbol of the power, the wisdom, and the goodness of the Great Architect of 

the universe. 

So it is for very good reason that the Fellowcrafts' lecture calls our attention to the study of the  

seven liberal arts and sciences, especially the science of Geometry, or the basis of Masonry. And then 
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in the Master Masons lecture, Geometry, in the form of the 47th Problem of Euclid, draws the close and 

vital connection between it and one of the greatest of Freemasonry's teachings, the knowledge of the All 

Seeing Eye. 

No wonder our letter ñGò stands for both the sacred name of Deity and Geometry! It shows us there 

is a plan for the universe ï and we are a part of it! 

From the symbolism of the simple square worn by the Worshipful Master through the other 

symbols in our Degrees, we are taught to make our life count, to be true to our obligations as Master 

Masons; to live virtuously and honorably; and to have faith in God, hope in immortality, and charity 

toward all mankind. 

 
References from: 

1)   The Complete Idiotôs Guide to Freemasonry by: S. Brent Morris 

2)   Coils Masonic Encyclopedia 

The 47
th

 Problem Of Euclid Or Pythagorean Theorem  



Page 10  V i rg in ia  Mason ic  Hera ld ð  Augus t   

Battle of Craney Island at Fort Norfolk  Commemoration  

Brother G. Mark Walsh 

 
The War of 1812 is often referred to as 

Americaôs second War of Independence.  

Masons commanded and fought on both sides, 

including Brothers: U. S. Brigadier Generals 

Thomas Mathews and Robert Taylor and  

opponent Shawnee War Chief Tecumseh. 

Fort Norfolk was one of 19 coastal forts 

authorized by Brother and President George  

Washington in 1794. Located in Norfolk,  

Virginia, the oldest buildings date from 1810 

when MḈ WḈ Thomas Mathews (Grand  

Master of Masons in Virginia 1791-1793 and 

Past Master of Norfolk Lodge No. 1)  

commanded the Norfolk Military District. Each 

June the Norfolk Historical Society provides 

volunteer costumed interpreters to describe the 

War of 1812 and to commemorate the Battle of 

Craney Island (June 22, 1813).  

The Virginia Militia came out of Fort Norfolk and, combining with U.S. Naval forces at Craney  

Island (Portsmouth), defeated a significantly larger British force attempting to take  

Norfolk and Portsmouth. The Battle of Craney Island was one of a series of significant American  

victories in 1813. And it happened right here in Virginia, commanded by Brother and  

Brigadier General Robert B. Taylor. 

     Members of Norfolk Lodge No. 1 had a family outing and tour of Fort Norfolk, including   

several presentations and period demonstrations, followed by a picnic. As the photographs* show, it 

was a very informative and enjoyable family 

event. The family friendly nature of the  

reenacting hobby is a great fit with this Lodgeôs 

family event.  
 

Interpreter Steve Forrest presents the history of 
Fort Norfolk, built when M:. W:. Thomas Mathews 
of Norfolk Lodge No. 1 was the Brigadier General 
commanding the Norfolk Military  District. 

Steve Forrest describes the Battle of Craney  
Island in 1813. 

Photographs by:  
Brother G. Mark Walsh,  

Right Worshipful Paul W. Pennybacker, Sr.,  
Worshipful Paul A. Miller, and  

Brother James ñJimò D. Higginbottom 

 

 



Battle of Craney Island at Fort Norfolk  Commemoration  

Plaque from the Officersô Quarters, where 
both M.W. Mathews and Bro. Taylor would 
have resided.  

Steve Forrest describes some of the outbuildings at 
Fort Norfolk to Norfolk Lodge No. 1 families.  

Brother Steve Forrest (Militiaman) and  
Brother Rob Friar (Rifleman) describe the 
War of 1812. 

Fire! Brother Steve Forrest (Militiaman) fires an 1806 
U. S. infantry musket. 

Young Mister Friar joins his father, Brother 
Rob, in War of 1812 attire.  
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Matthew T. Szramoski, PDDGM 

Chairman, Committee on Finance 

 
 

Since its implementation earlier this year, the Grand Lodge credit card program has raised  

several thousand dollars to assist with the expenses of the programs and activities of our Craft in  

Virginia. The card is administered by UBS Bank, a top rated credit card provider. The program was 

adopted to provide members with an opportunity to raise funds at no personal cost to them and to help 

our Fraternity.  

For each new card that is activated and a charge is made within 60 days, we receive $50 from 

the credit card provider. In addition, a small percentage of each charge is contributed to Grand Lodge.  

There is no annual fee for the card and it has a very competitive interest rate. This program  

provides an additional revenue stream to help lessen our reliance on dues and fees for income. 

 

Some common questions about the program: 

 

1. Is there a toll free number I can call to apply? 
No. All applications must be made online. This was agreed upon to maximize our income 

and reduce program expenses. A toll free number is available once you have applied and 

been approved for a card with 24 hour service to check your balance, available credit, etc. 

2. I tried to apply but my web browser will not let me get to the site? 

We have learned that some internet providers in southwest Virginia do not allow  

access to the applications web site. If this is the case with your browser, please try to use a 

family member or friend that has a different internet provider. We are working to try to  

correct this situation. 

3. What is the web site where I can apply for the card? 

http://www.cardpartner.com/app/gly   
4. I have a PO Box and the online application will not accept my address, what should I do? 

You must provide a physical address for the application process. You can use a PO Box to 

receive your monthly statement and approved credit card. 

5. Are there any hidden fees? 
No. There is no annual fee for the card and all of the income the Grand Lodge receives is 

from the card provider, not from any fees or costs to you. 

 

We hope that you will support this great program and help us strengthen our Fraternityôs  

financial structure! By using your Grand Lodge Visa card you will be making a difference every day! 

Grand Lodge Credit Card Program Update  

http://www.cardpartner.com/app/gly



