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February is Heart Month 

 
During the month of February, many people say that they think of 

the heart and the topic of Valentine’s Day.  This equates to LOVE and all 

that it implies.  Masonically, we can translate this into Brotherly Love and 

Affection which should describe our attitude towards all mankind, more 

especially a brother in Masonry. 

Truthfully, the heart is only a muscle, acting like a pump, to move 

blood, the vital fluid of life, throughout our body.  As such, we should be 

heart healthy and protect our heart and blood vessels by diet, exercise, and 

healthy habits.  Because of the heart’s location near the center of the body, 

we have claimed over time that this is the treasure chest of our feelings, 

our emotions (broken heart) or even that it controls our thinking and atti-

tude (cold hearted).  In reality, the brain actually controls all of our bodily 

functions and is the repository of our feelings. 

If a person receives a heart transplant, they receive a new muscle 

which hopefully improves the circulatory system of the body.  It does not 

take on the persona, feelings, or emotions of the donor.  This new heart 

might provide an enhanced life, but it alone does not change the character 

of the person.  We are reminded that the blood in our veins is derived from 

the same almighty parent whether we are King or the humblest of man-

kind and that we all travel on the same broad level of time. 

Our challenge is to improve our mind, our mental capacity and to 

gain control over our emotions.  We have been taught that we are created 

in the image of God, yet our physical appearances vary greatly.  Some are 

male, some female; some have hair and others do not; some are strong yet 

others are weak.  You see the likeness to God is his gift of the mind and 

the ability to make choices and decisions to help us maintain dominion 

over all that He created.  With this privilege comes the responsibility to 

make good decisions, because we must live with the consequences of our 

choices.  From the thoughts come words or actions which can impact not 

only our own selves, but others around us as well. 

As Freemasons, we have promised to treat our brothers with 

brotherly love and affection.  This goes beyond treating others as we 

would like to be treated, but inspires us to do the right thing because we 

can.  We should speak truthfully, we should act nobly, we should be good 

stewards of all that is entrusted to us, and we should honor all of God’s 

creations. 

None of us knows the time that our Heavenly Father has planned 

for us.  We need to be mindful our opportunities and treat each day as if it 

were our last.  We need to improve relationships with others; make 

amends over differences of opinion or wrongdoings; speak words that are 

sweeter to our fellowman; look for the beauty and significance of all that 

surrounds us; and strive to “Make a Difference Every Day” to everyone 

around you, more especially a Brother in Freemasonry. 



 
 

 

    

February 
15 Richlands Lodge No. 318  

16 Dillwyn Lodge No. 315  

17 Grand Court, Order of the Amaranth  

18 District 21  

19-22 Conference of Grand Masters of North America  

25 DLC, Eastern Shore 

26  
26  

DLC, Newport News 
Campbell Lodge No. 316 

28 Magnetic Lodge No. 184 

  

March 
1 South Norfolk Lodge No.339 

3 Norfolk Lodge No. 1 

4 DLC, Keysville 

5 DLC, Waynesboro 

5 Kazim Potentate’s Ball, Roanoke 

7 Preston Lodge No. 47 

8 Reedy Spring Lodge No. 203 

9 MAHOVA Board Meeting 

10 Transportation Lodge No. 337 

11 Lynchburg Scottish Rite Bodies 

12 Waddell Lodge No. 228 

15 Independent Orange Lodge No. 138 

  

Mission and Vision Statements of  

The Grand Lodge, A.F. & A.M., of Virginia 

 

 The mission of the Grand Lodge of Virginia is to teach and perpetuate a way of life that promotes the 

Brotherhood of Man under the Fatherhood of God and to assist its Lodges to grow and prosper. 

 The vision of the Grand Lodge of Virginia is to be the premier organization composed of men of in-

tegrity and character, who are honest, true to their word, believe in God, are devoted to family, charitable in 

their community, and courteous and helpful to each other. 
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March continued 

16 Piedmont Stella Lodge No. 50 

17 Official Visit, District 2 

18 DLC, Alexandria 

19 DLC, Richmond 

19 Acca Potentate’s Ball, Richmond 

21 Manchester Lodge No. 14 

22 Mt. Carmel Lodge No. 133 

24 Official Visit, District 23 

26 Scottish Rite Workshop, Richmond 

26 Official Visit, Districts 42 & 43 

28 Suffolk Lodge No. 30 

            April 
1 DLC, Big Stone Gap 

2 DLC, Ft. Chiswell 

2  DLC, Roanoke 

4 Mt. Airy Lodge No. 226 

5 Edwards Lodge No. 308 

7 Chase City Lodge No. 119 

9 Kena Potentate’s Ball, Fairfax 

11 Abingdon Lodge No. 48 

12 Ian M. Shipley Memorial Golf Tourney 

13 MAHOVA Board Meeting SPI 

14 Official Visit, District 40 

15 Official Visit, District 45 

16 Official Visit, District 20 

19 Williamson Road Lodge No. 163 

21  Murray Royal Arch Chapter No. 22 

22 Official Visit, Districts 36 & 56 

23 Official Visit, District 14B 

25 Isaacs Lodge No. 29 

26 Augusta Lodge No. 111 

29 James Monroe Wreath Laying 

30  James Monroe Birthplace 



Most Worshipful James Bernard Wilkinson 

Past Grand Master 

1926 - 2011 

James Bernard Wilkinson was born in Richmond, Virginia, on March 22, 1926, to Archie and Iraminta 

Wilkinson. He was educated in the Richmond Public Schools and graduated from John Marshall High School. 

He attended Virginia Commonwealth University and received a Ll.B. Degree from T. C. Williams School of 

Law, University of Richmond in 1952. He was elected Commonwealth Attorney in 1965 and appointed 

Judge of the Hustings Court in 1969, where he was subsequently elected by the General Assembly of Virginia 

and served continuously for thirty-one years as Circuit Court Judge. He also served as Chief Judge of the Thir-

teenth Judicial Circuit from 1978-1980. He served in the United States Marine Corps during World 

War II and was a Major in the Marine Corps reserves. 

Most Worshipful Brother Wilkinson was raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason on June 13, 1947, in 

Strict Observance Lodge No. 207 where he was a Life Member in Perpetuity, 60-year Masonic Veteran, and 

served as its Worshipful Master in 1959. He served as District Deputy Grand Master of Masonic District 15A in 

1975. He served for many years as the Grand Representative to the Grand Lodge of New York, near Virginia. He 

served as a member of the Masonic Home Board of Governors and the Board of Directors of the Childhood Lan-

guage Center of Richmond, Incorporated where he served as President for many years. He was elected Grand Jun-

ior Deacon in February 1990 and served as Grand Master of Masons in 1996. 

Brother Wilkinson was a member of Westhampton Lodge No. 302, Tuckahoe Lodge No. 347 and Virginia 

Research Lodge No. 1777 and held honorary membership in Blandford Lodge No. 3, St. Tammany Lodge No. 5, 

Metropolitan Lodge No. 11, Manchester Lodge No. 14, Petersburg Lodge No. 15, Poquoson Lodge No. 49, Bland 

Lodge No. 206, Hellenic Lodge No. 249 (now Metropolitan Lodge No. 11), Westmoreland Lodge No. 212 and 

William Herndon Chapter, Order of DeMolay. 

Brother Wilkinson was a member of the Valley of Richmond, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite where he 

was invested Knight Commander Court of Honour in 1971, coroneted a 33° Inspector General Honorary in 1985, 

awarded the Grand Cross in 2001 and served as the Orient Personal Representative to the Sovereign Grand Inspec-

tor General in Virginia for many years. He was a Past High Priest of Washington Royal Arch Chapter No. 9; Past 

Commander of Richmond Commandery No. 2; and Past Puissant Sovereign of St. Polycarp Conclave, Red Cross 

of Constantine. He was a Past Commander of the Legion of Honor, Past President of the Sphinx Club and Past 

Director of the Uniform Units, Acca Shrine Center. Also he was a member of George Potts Council No. 73, Allied 

Masonic Degrees; Richmond-Fort Lee Chapter No. 72, National Sojourners; James Monroe Camp, Heroes of 76; 

and Ruth Chapter No. 8, Order of the Eastern Star. He was the recipient of the John Blair, Jr. Award, Grand Lodge 

of Virginia; the Charles Henry Johnson Award for Masonic Leadership, Grand Lodge of New York; the Honorary 

Legion of Honor, International Order of DeMolay; and the Knight York Cross of Honor. 

Active in community service, he was a member of the American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign 

Wars. He received the Distinguished Community Service Award from the Daughters of the American Rev-

olution. He was an active member of Patterson Avenue Baptist Church and was a substitute Sunday school 

teacher of the Baraca Class at Northminster Baptist Church for many years. He was a member of the Ad-

junct Faculty of Virginia Commonwealth University and a member of the Richmond Bar Association, Virginia 

Bar Association, Richmond Criminal Bar Association, Virginia Trial Lawyers Association,  and Past  

President of the Virginia Commonwealth Attorneys' Association. 

He is survived by his wife the former Barbara Madison; and three children, a son, James B. Wilkinson, Jr.; 

two daughters, Kathleen Mary Wilkinson and Christine Sue Wilkinson; one grandson, James K. Fink; a sister, 

Mary W. Sawyer; and several nieces and nephews. 

Most Worshipful Brother Wilkinson was called to the Celestial Lodge above on Wednesday, January 26, 2011 

at Richmond, Virginia, where he resided. On Friday, January 28, 2011 the Officers of the Grand Lodge of Virginia 

performed a Masonic Memorial Service at the Richmond Scottish Rite Temple. Funeral services were held on Sat-

urday, January 29, 2011 at Patterson Avenue Baptist Church with entombment in Forest Lawn Cemetery. 
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2011 DLC Locations and Dates 

 
Friday February 25, 2011 – DLC Eastern Shore (Nandua Middle School.) 

Registration 6:30 P.M. Conference begins 6:55 P.M. Conference ends 9:10 P.M. 

Contact: Worshipful Jack Watson Bonniwell 757.787.3775  

 

Saturday February 26, 2011 – DLC Newport News (Scottish Rite) 

Registration 8:30 A.M. Conference begins 8:55 A.M. Conference ends 11:10 A.M. 

Contact Worshipful Herbert J. Smith 757.380.8311 

 

Friday March 4 2011 – DLC Keysville (Southside – John Daniel Community College) 

Registration 6:30 P.M. Conference begins 6:55 P.M. Conference ends 9:10 P.M. 

Contact: Right Worshipful Lonnie Lee Godfrey 434.821.4183 

 

Saturday March 5 2011 – DLC Waynesboro  (Waynesboro High School) 

Registration 8:30 A.M. Conference begins 8:55 A.M. Conference ends 11:10 A.M. 

Contact: Worshipful Joe Wayne Murphy 540.887.8333 

 

Friday March 18 2011 – DLC Alexandria (Scottish Rite) 

Registration 6:30 P.M. Conference begins 6:55 P.M. Conference ends 9:10 P.M. 

Contact: Right Worshipful John Shroeder 703.321.7047 

 

Saturday March 19 2011 – DLC Richmond (Scottish Rite) 

Registration 8:30 A.M. Conference begins 8:55 A.M. Conference ends 11:10 A.M. 

Contact: Worshipful Hans Rainer Lindquist 804.225.2584 
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“Making a difference every day” 

2011 Division Leadership Conference  
 

Friday Evening: 

6:30 –  6:55 P.M.  Registration and Fellowship 

 6:55 P.M.  All Brethren Assemble Together - Auditorium 

 7:00 P.M.  Conference Begins 

7:00 –  7:10 P.M.  Opening Prayer / Pledge of Allegiance / Introductions – Division Provost  

7:10 –  7:25 P.M.  MAHOVA Outreach Presentation MW James Dean Cole 

7:25 –  7:40 P.M.  Master Quarryman Presentation RW Paul David Sleeper 

7:40 –  8:20 P.M.  Introductions and remarks – MW John Mason Chambliss, Jr., Grand 

  Master 

8:20 –  8:30 P.M.  Break  

 

8:30 –  9:10 P.M.  Counterpart Sessions As Listed Below: 

Grand Master  with the Worshipful Masters and 2011 DDGMs 

Deputy Grand Master  with the Senior Wardens and 2012 DDGMs 

Grand Senior Warden  with the Junior Wardens 

Grand Junior Warden  with the Senior and Junior Deacons 

Grand Treasurer  with the Treasurers 

Grand Secretary  with the Secretaries  

Grand Senior & Junior Deacons with all other Brethren - Auditorium 

Grand Lecturer  with the COW, DIWs, LIWs 

Grand Provost  with the COME, DEOs, LEOs 

 

Chairman MAHOVA, Regional, and District MAHOVA Ambassadors (Meet with GSD and GJD) 

Regional Rep. – District & Lodge Blood Coordinators (Meet with GSD and GJD) 

Regional Rep. – District & Lodge Masonic Home Ambassadors (Meet with GSD and GJD) 

Regional Rep. – Public Relations Committee with interested Brethren (Meet with GSD and GJD) 

“Making a difference every day” 

2011 Division Leadership Conference  
Saturday Mornings: 

8:30 –  8:55 A.M.  Registration and Fellowship 

 8:55 A.M.  All Brethren Assemble Together – Auditorium 

 9:00 A.M.  Conference Begins 

9:00 –  9:10 A.M.  Opening Prayer / Pledge of Allegiance / Introductions – Division Provost 

9:10 –  9:25 A.M.  MAHOVA Outreach Presentation MW James Dean Cole 

9:25 –  9:40 A.M.  Master Quarryman Presentation RW Paul David Sleeper 

9:40 – 10:20 A.M.  Introductions and remarks – MW John Mason Chambliss, Jr. – Grand 

   Master 

 

10:20 –10::30 A.M.  Break 

 

2011 Division Leadership Conference  
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Saturday Mornings:  Continued 

 

10:30 –11:10 A.M.  Counterpart Sessions As Listed Below: 

Grand Master  with the Worshipful Masters and 2011 DDGMs 

Deputy Grand Master with the Senior Wardens and 2012 DDGMs  

Grand Senior Warden with the Junior Wardens  

Grand Junior Warden  with the Senior and Junior Deacons  

Grand Treasurer  with the Treasurers  

Grand Secretary  with the Secretaries  

Grand Senior & Junior Deacons  with all other Brethren - Auditorium 

Grand Lecturer  with the COW, DIWs, LIWs  

Grand Provost  with the COME, DEOs, LEOs 

Chairman MAHOVA, Regional, and District MAHOVA Ambassadors (Meet with GSD and GJD) 

Regional Rep. – District & Lodge Blood Coordinators (Meet with GSD and GJD) 

Regional Rep. – District & Lodge Masonic Home Ambassadors (Meet with GSD and GJD) 

Regional Rep. – Public Relations Committee with interested Brethren (Meet with GSD and GJD) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Making a difference every day” 

2011 Division Leadership Conference  
Roanoke: 

12:30–12:55 P.M.  Registration and Fellowship 

 12:55 P.M.  All Brethren Assemble Together –Auditorium 

 1:00 P.M.  Conference Begins 

1:00 –  1:10 P.M.  Opening Prayer / Pledge of Allegiance – Division Provost  

1:10 –  1:25 P.M.  MAHOVA Outreach Presentation MW James Dean Cole 

1:25 –  1:40 P.M.  Master Quarryman Presentation RW Paul David Sleeper 

1:40 –  1:20 P.M.  Introductions and remarks – MW John Mason Chambliss, Jr. – Grand Master 

2:20 –  2:30 P.M.  Break 

 

2:30 –  3:10 P.M.  Counterpart Sessions As Listed Below: 

Grand Master  with the Worshipful Masters and 2011 DDGMs 

Deputy Grand Master  with the Senior Wardens and 2012 DDGMs  

Grand Senior Warden  with the Junior Wardens  

Grand Junior Warden  with the Senior and Junior Deacons  

Grand Treasurer  with the Treasurers  

Grand Secretary  with the Secretaries  

Grand Senior & Junior Deacons with all other Brethren - Auditorium 

Grand Lecturer  with the COW, DIWs, LIWs  

Grand Provost  with the COME, DEOs, LEOs 

 

Chairman MAHOVA, Regional, and District MAHOVA Ambassadors (Meet with GSD and GJD) 

Regional Rep. – District & Lodge Blood Coordinators (Meet with GSD and GJD) 

Regional Rep. – District & Lodge Masonic Home Ambassadors (Meet with GSD and GJD) 

Regional Rep. – Public Relations Committee with interested Brethren (Meet with GSD and GJD) 
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The Freedoms of Freemasonry 
Wor. Shelby Chandler 

 

It was here in Fredericksburg on January 13, 1777, within Right Worshipful George Weedon’s Tavern, 

that Thomas Jefferson drafted the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom. This famous bill established the princi-

ple that "no man shall suffer on account of his religious opinions or beliefs.‖ This Virginia statute was incorpo-

rated into the United States Constitution as the cornerstone of the First Amendment of the Bill of Rights. 

Most Worshipful John M. Chambliss, Jr. Grand Master of Masons in Virginia, and his Grand Pursuivant, Right Worshipful Steven W. San-
ford, along with Right Worshipful Leandre Bennett, Sr., Prince Hall’s District Deputy Grand Master, were participants in this 2011 Religious 
Freedom March & Ceremony, and were supported by members of Fredericksburg DeMolay, Prince Hall Lodge No. 61 and Fredericksburg 
Lodge No. 4. 

The lessons of Freemasonry teach us to be mindful to guard our liberties. You see without those liberties, 

we are not able to freely practice our tenets and the fulfillment of our obligations becomes more complicated. One 

of the beautiful things about being an American and a Freemason is that our fraternity and our patriotism may 

walk hand in hand. This is not necessarily the case with Freemasons from other nations, and they are compelled to 

take more drastic steps to secure both their practice and involvement. In knowing this the question is, ―How mind-

ful of our freedoms are we regarding the liberties that we now hold? What are we as Freemasons doing to perpetu-

ate our liberties?‖ 

In Virginia, Freemasons are especially blessed to be part of an American heritage that has entrusted us to 

be the guardians of such liberties. Many Virginia Freemasons of our glorious past were responsible for securing 

such freedoms and as their successors; it is our mandate not just to talk about the greatness of our past brethren, 

but to perpetuate those freedoms and to guard it from all enemies, both foreign and domestic. Yes, many of our 

Brothers serves and have served within the Armed Forces to ensure such freedoms and many of our law enforce-

ment brethren daily secure such freedoms from the many faces of tyranny within our own communities. But are 

we doing enough? The answer is an emphatic, ―No, we are not.‖ 

My Brethren, during the Enlightenment we were labeled as ―Priest of the 

Age of Reason‖ because the counsel of our gentle Craft was pivotal in bringing the 

world from the Darkness to the Light. The superstructure of the civilization that 

we now know was designed by many of our brethren and as you well know, our 

Brethren comes from many fields of endeavor. Because of this, we in the name of 

Freedom, have fought, have prayed, have sued, have contemplated, have inspired, 

have bled, have wished and even have died so that others may know such free-

doms.  

But the one thing that we seldom do is ―tithe‖ for such precious free-

doms. This means we seldom choose to give ourselves up in small portions to the 

cause of Freedom; we are either willing to give ourselves up in whole, or not at all. 

But to give a bit of one’s self on a regular basis can become inconvenient or un-

comfortable. The average American who courageously volunteers when  
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his nation comes under attack, but in 

everyday life will be found at a 

barbeque with a cold one in hand 

during a hot Independence Day ob-

servance without ever taking the 

time to consider the cost. My Breth-

ren, we are not just ―average‖ Amer-

icans, we are Freemasons. We sacri-

fice time from our families to make 

the world a better place for others 

and we try to find ways to honor our 

loved ones for sharing those sacrific-

es with us. But what are we doing 

about sacrificing during those little 

moments which may inconvenience 

us because of weather or because 

something bigger, better and more 

fun is going on.  

In Fredericksburg, Virginia, 

our Grand Master, Most Worshipful John Chambliss and his Grand Pursuivant, Right Worshipful Steve Sanford, 

took the time to join Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 and the Grand Commandery of Virginia in participating in the 

annual Religious Freedom ceremony. This ceremony occurs every frigid second Sunday of January, to which the 

few dare both the wind and weather, and the many do not because it is far more comfortable to remain at home, 

cozy in front of the television watching the game. After his participation, our Grand Master acknowledged the im-

portance of those who chose to ―Make a Difference Every Day‖ by choosing to come out and sacrifice for some-

thing greater than themselves and he charged each of us to be mindful of the impact that we have on others in sup-

porting these causes and our community. He was honored to support such a noble venture and we were honored to 

have his leadership in this pursuit.  

During the hot and humid summer, Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 will make a one-mile march in order to 

pay their respects to those who lay in our Masonic Cemetery and then to Brother Hugh Mercer’s statue to honor 

those who sacrificed everything upon the altar of Freedom. We also know that there are many who will not show 

because it will be either too hot or because there is a party or picnic to go to. Many of us who choose to participate 

in this event are also part of the Kena 500, and we endure the heat of this march because when it is over, we know 

that there is still time to drive up to Fairfax and join in on the cookout because the other members of the Kena 500 

are participating in a parade to inspire others to remember and observe this holiday, then afterwards they join us 

and we celebrate together at our cookout. 

You see my Brethren, there are many arguments or reasons why one cannot join in, but remember, when 

we decide to ―Make a Difference Every Day‖ it should not be merely for us to choose whatever days that is com-

fortable or convenient for us. Aside from those duties to God, work and family, we should strive to take every op-

portunity to shine before the public and let them know that we do make a difference regardless of ―times and sea-

sons, years and cycles‖ and as historic as Virginia is, there will be many opportunities for the ―above average‖ but 

regular Freemasons to share our heritage with the public and to inspire them to be greater; but only if we are will-

ing to be industrious and continuously at labor instead of remaining at what may seemingly appear as perpetual 

refreshment.  

Events that publicly honors our Brethren such as George Washington, James Monroe, or historic national 

events that has a Masonic relationship tied to them, that is found in your community should be investigate, cultivat-

ed and nurtured so that the public may know of our influences in these significant events. But most important, cere-

monies that bring to light the rights and freedom of the common man should always (regardless of weather and 

clime) have Masonic aprons present to remind others that wherever there are liberties, there are Freemasons tena-

ciously at watch. Freemasons are both professors and priests and they are both workers and warriors, which means 

that they should ever strive to educate, to inspire, to labor for and to defend not just the liberties of the United 

States of America, but of mankind as a whole. The Light of Masonry is strong within our own Temples, but the 

Light of Masonry will always shines brightest when we as Freemasons allow it to shine unfettered by our own love 

and labor.  

 
G o  t o  h t t p : / / p i c a s a w e b . g o o g l e . c o m / m a s o n i c l o d g e 4 / R F D 2 0 1 1 ?

authkey=Gv1sRgCMW3j_uJ9q_LkAE#slideshow/5562598676383026242for more photos. 

http://picasaweb.google.com/masoniclodge4/RFD2011?authkey=Gv1sRgCMW3j_uJ9q_LkAE#slideshow/5562598676383026242
http://picasaweb.google.com/masoniclodge4/RFD2011?authkey=Gv1sRgCMW3j_uJ9q_LkAE#slideshow/5562598676383026242


District 23 Brethren Making a Difference  
   

Masonic District 23 lies at the far western reaches of I-64 and includes four Lodges, two each in 

Alleghany and Bath Counties. Two of the District's youngest Master Masons are leading the way to 

"Make a Difference Every Day." 

Brother Glen Allen Bryant (right—pictured with 

his S&C) was raised in Clifton Forge Lodge No. 166 in 

2008 and is active in Masonry, but Brother Glen's light 

shines brightest as District 23's Child ID Coordinator. He 

hit up the Sheriff's Department to turn loose drug seizure 

money to acquire a VCHIP computer, secured donations 

of CD's, envelopes and swabs from local businesses, got 

a $100 gift card from Wal-Mart for other supplies, 

and helped to wrangle a $600.00 donation from Mead-

Westvaco. 

He also raised funds on the side making and sell-

ing his own "Blacksmith Relish," a lethal concoction of 

jalapeno peppers, onions, sugar and spices. It sells as fast 

as he can make it and all proceeds will go to procure an-

other computer for local Child ID programs. 

The VCHIP program in the Alleghany Highlands 

has ID'd 260 children since October with programs at the Clifton Forge Shrine Fall Foliage Festival, K-

Mart and the Millboro Electric Co-operative. 

Glen co-owns his own business, Fire & Light Galleries in Clifton Forge, where he blacksmiths. 

Yes, he's a blacksmith. One of his creations is a hand-forged set of Square and Compasses on a wooden 

plaque. The S & C are removable for ritual work. Several local lodges and even one in Texas proudly 

display their Glen Bryant S & C next to the West Gate. 

 About a year ago, Brother Meredith 

"Mutsy" Tingler (left—pictured in one of his ball 

caps) was raised in Millboro Lodge No. 28. He 

immediately got involved in ritual. Several 

months ago, Brother Mutsy ordered six dozen tan 

ball caps with the Square and Compasses and 

"Masonic District 23" embroidered on them. All 

but eight have been sold and the proceeds pur-

chased six new tables for Millboro Lodge's dining 

room. Those hats show up frequently at Masonic 

events in the District, most especially when 

Mutsy, Glen and others are doing Child ID pro-

grams. 

 Last October, Mutsy came up with anoth-

er fundraiser, this one "green." Mutsy roams Bath 

County and vicinity cadging donations of old re-

frigerators, air conditioners, cars and other metallic scrap. These he loads onto a flatbed trailer and sells 

to a recycler. His efforts raised $850.00 in December. He donated $230.00 of that to Valley Springs 

Lodge No. 265, and he raised and donated another $275.00 to Millboro Lodge at its February Stat-

ed. He's grateful to Wor. Bro Steve Quick and Bro Whitey Lawhorne, Senior Deacon, for help loading, 

hauling, and delivering the scrap. 

Brothers Glen and Mutsy by their tireless efforts and enthusiasm have re-invigorated Freema-

sonry in the Alleghany Highlands. Their participation in VCHIP has raised and enhanced the image of 

the Craft in the Alleghany Highlands. 
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Social Media Challenges 
Wor. Donald E. Hansen 

 
 Over the past several years social media networks have entered our society and are now here to stay. 

Using it and using it safely is the responsibility of everyone. New and old users alike have found that safe so-

cial networking has connected old friends, acted as a cyber-connection to stay up to date with distant friends 

and a way to stay connected in a group format. 

 How do we safely use sites such as Facebook, Twitter or other professional social networks such as 

LinkedIn? Personal safety is the first thing you must consider as you apply for any of these accounts and re-

member less is more. Less personal information about you in your profile page will cut down on the amount of 

internet phishing. People of all ages and nationalities are now using online social networking to connect quick-

ly through computers and Smartphone’s to receive and transmit information remotely for an ―On the go‖ life 

style. Our Masonic fraternity is not immune to this concept. The choice is now yours.  

 For starters, there are many Web applications that make your computer and accessibility to your per-

sonal information vulnerable. Web-apps such as cross-site scripting (XSS), cross-site request forgery (CSRF) 

and others can be used to attack your system without you even knowing it is running in the background of your 

program. Unfortunately a social network such as Facebook and Twitter use programs such JavaScript, Java 

applets, Flash and ActiveX to run advertisements in the side bars. The bottom line is: by allowing active con-

tent into your browser, you trust someone’s computer code to run on your computer safely. Using Facebook 

and Twitter is a decision you must consider first. After weighing the personal risk, and following the online 

safety sections of these social network pages, you will learn to trust only the content you want to enter your 

individual computer.  

 You must remember that your internet browser is not so discerning. Some of the information coming 

into your personal Facebook page is provided by trusted friends, a possible internet attacker, or a third party 

application hidden in the background of Facebook. This is where user intervention on your part is paramount.  

All these decisions come with levels of risk. The starting point to consider is using the browser plug-in 

NoScript which allows you to decide what level of control over active content you want to allow. For example, 

if you tell your NoScript to allow scripts to run from Facebook you are essentially trusting that what comes 

into your cyber-world by way of the internet is safe. Simply stated, NoScript either trusts a domain’s content 

or it doesn’t. So where do we go from here? Continue running NoScript and other safety recommendations 

from the Facebook site and then consider the following; always remembering nothing in internet safety is ab-

solute. 

 Begin by selecting your friends. As with life in general, each day as we have grown older we have 

made the decision to pick our friends and the groups we affiliate with. Cyber-friends are no different, once you 

set up your account in Facebook or Twitter, you have the option to publish your profile for all to see or select 

your friends. There are privacy buttons provided on Facebook so you can pick and choose who sees what you 

post. Keep in mind to be prudent because people do fall out. In turn, as your network grows you will be con-

fronted with acquaintances you are not sure of, at this point it would be recommended to deny access to your 

page by selecting ―Not now‖ or ―Allow‖ if you know them and the requesting user will automatically have to 

comply with your wishes.  

Next, do not click on every appealing link that pops up on your screen. Just like restaurant menus and roadside 

billboards, each are marketing schemes to get you to dig further into a person or company’s profile. This is 

where your user intervention must observe the proverbial Yield Sign and think twice about trusting what may 

be unwanted information. 

Finally, use Facebook and Twitter or other professional social networks to your advantage. Do your 

homework and read the safety options for each site and select what appeals to your personal risk level. Always 

remember that revealing information in your profile may allow internet hijackers to social engineer your infor-

mation resulting in identity theft. You control your destiny, having a heightened level of personal safety up-

front will end with an enjoyable experience and valuable information at your fingertips.  
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Deciphering The Lost Symbol 

By Christopher Hodapp 
(Ulysses Press, 2010) 
Rt. Wor. William A. Parks, Jr. 

 

One of the more obvious hints that Dan Brown's The Lost Symbol is fiction packed with dramatic license 

is that its action unwinds as the Redskins play in the NFC Championship. Even so, The Lost Symbol naturally 

sparks debate among Masonic sticklers about the accuracy of its depictions of Masonic ritual, history, symbols, 

and government. 

However, not a few Brethren question whether discussion of ritual correctness can lawfully be discussed 

in print, especially in a mass-market trade paperback. 

Now comes the prolific Brother Christopher Hodapp (Freemasonry for Dummies) with an entire book 

about The Lost Symbol which claims that in several respects Brown ―got it wrong‖ in his fictional portrait of Free-

masonry. 

In Deciphering the Lost Word, Hodapp tells the world: ―As a Mason, I am able to provide an insider's 

view of what Brown has written [The Lost Symbol] because I have experienced Masonic degree ceremonies and 

been inside the buildings that play an important role in his story.‖ 

Well, isn't that ―insider's view‖ the essence of Craft confidentiality? 

Reason dictates that an ―experienced‖ author ―with an insider's view‖ claiming to ―decipher‖ the work of 

another would exercise the highest standards of research and accuracy in such an endeavor. Well, so one would 

expect. 

In his first two pages, Hodapp purports to reveal ―part of the traditional signal of Masonic distress.‖ 

OOPS! Let's, see if we can find the rest of it....It's lying around here somewhere in one of those conspiracy maga-

zines that came in last week's mail...AHA! But which part do you do first? 

Hodapp wants us to know that the double-headed bird on the cover of The Lost Symbol is an eagle, not the 

Phoenix Brown claims it to be. 

But it's fiction. If its creator says it’s a phoenix, then it's a phoenix.  

Brown took license with ritual and symbol, history and geography to create a thriller that happens to in-

volve Freemasonry. Hodapp seems to approach The Lost Symbol as a ritual monitor and Masonic history that re-

quire correction. 

Brother Hodapp's nit-picking and obsessive ―corrections‖ sound more like ingratitude than appreciation of 

an author who wrote to the Supreme Council last October:‖ Please accept my humble thanks for the noble example 

you set for mankind. It is my sincere hope that the Masonic community recognizes The Lost Symbol for what it 

truly is...an earnest attempt to reverentially explore the history and beauty of Masonic Philosophy.‖ 

So it's about the philosophy, not the brand of the bird. But thanks to Brother Chris, the Craft has another 



worry -- when will the next Brother obsessed with the accuracy of Masonic Dogma reveal the rest of the 

―traditional signal of Masonic distress‖ so that we Freemasons get flagged down by every motorist on the Interstate 

with a flat tire and access to the secrets of the Craft? Oh, the humanity! 

It could threaten national security! Cars bearing squares and compasses lining freeways to help millions 

of profanes who've learned how to attract Masonic aid and assistance! 

Anyway, no one studies Shakespeare to learn the history of England. The Bard toyed endlessly with time 

and geography to make the bloody dysfunctions of royal families more dramatic than they already were. Dan 

Brown wrote a thriller about Masonry, not a monitor for profanes. 

But wait! There's more! 

Which, if any, of the following actual, assertions from Brother Hodapp's ―deciphering‖ are true or false: 

―One of the first things a new Entered Apprentice promises not to do is 'write, print, stamp, stain, carve, 

hew, mark, or engrave‖ any of the secrets of the fraternity so non-Masons can read them.‖ P. 28. 

―Brown makes other errors in his description of ritual, as well.‖ P. 33. 

―'Verbum significatium, verbum omnificum, verbum perdo' sort of means ―password, almighty word, word 

of destruction.'― P. 37. 

―Pyramids do not play a role in Masonic symbolism found in the degrees of the Masonic lodge, the York 

Rite, or the Scottish Rite. They don't even pop up in the Middle-Eastern-themed degree of the Shriners.‖ P. 67 

The Sixth Degree of the Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction, is ―Intimate Secretary.‖ 

The ―International Shriners‖ operate ―twenty-three children's hospitals throughout North America.‖ p.132. 

The Shriners Hospitals comprise twenty-two hospitals across North America that provide care...for chil-

dren...‖ P. 133 

The Supreme Council of the Scottish Rite Southern Jurisdiction consists of ―Supreme Commanders.‖ P. 

87. 

The presiding officer of the Southern Jurisdiction of the Scottish Rite is the ―Supreme Grand Command-

er.‖ P. 90. 

Albert Pike held the office of ―Sovereign Commander.‖ 

―I know of men who have received the 33* for no greater service to the Fraternity than pouring coffee for 

twenty years and who know absolutely nothing of Masonry's history, philosophy, or symbolism. Much less are 

they made to feel a part of 'this brotherhood's most secretive ranks.‖ 

Suggested answers: 

1 and 2. Arguably false. It depends on the dictates of the Committee on Work or its equivalent of the 

Grand Lodge having jurisdiction. It is safe to say that Masonic ritual varies among various jurisdictions, but our 

very own Hiram of ―Ask Hiram‖ would not answer this inquiry in print. The larger point is whether brethren sworn 

to secrecy should be printing opinions ―quoting‖ ritual and questioning the ―accuracy‖ of fictional ritual in print. 

3. False. Not even close. While Brother Hodapp states that this is ―lousy Latin,‖ he misses the joke in 

Brown's ―complete invention,‖ especially his complete fabrication of the word ñomnificum.ò Verbumò indisputa-

bly means ―word.‖ Significatium, appropriately enough, means ―symbolic.‖ Omniò usually signifies ―all,‖ but can 

mean ―important‖ or ―big.‖ While the primary meaning of ficum is ―fig,‖ it also means ―hemorrhoid.‖ Perdo just 

plain means ―lost.‖ 

Thus, a far more appropriate translation would be, ―Symbolic word, huge pain-in-the-backside word, lost 

word.‖ An abbreviated translation would be, ―Symbolic Word, Troubling Word, Lost Word.‖ It's easy to concoct a 

more profane interpretation. 

4. Doubly false. The initiation ritual of the Shrine is not a ―degree.‖ That ritual, all but miniscule parts of 

which may be performed in public, recites: ―The emblems and jewels [of the Shrine] are the characteristic insignia 

of the Oriental Nation from which our Order emanates. They are the Crescent, Pyramid... The gold band [of 

the crescent] should be decorated with a sphinx head on one side, a pyramid with an urn upon the other...‖  

5. False. It is ―Confidential Secretary.‖ 

6. False. 

7. True. www.shrinershq.org/Hospitals/Main/ 

8. False. The Supreme Council consists of ―Sovereign Grand Inspectors General.‖ 

9. False. The title is ―Sovereign Grand Commander,‖ which Hodapp gets right on page 33. 

10. False. See Number 9. 
11. False, one hopes. In a footnote, Hodapp attributes this to an òEmail from Rex Hutchens to Christopher Hodapp 
on September 23, 2009.ó Hodapp uses this to rebut Brown's fictional assertion that a really bad guy could buy the Thir-
ty-third Degree. 
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Dear Cindy –  

 

You’ve written to me the past 2 years (when he turned 105 and 106) inquiring about our Bro. Joe Smith (0196-

0204).  Well, he just celebrated his 107th birthday and is doing well.  Here’s a picture of our visit with him on Jan 

14, 2011.  (He’s sitting at table.) 

 

 
Standing behind Bro. Smith are (L to R): RW Roger Cort, Wor. Frank Creasy, Wor. Bill Nelligar, Bro. Joe Salt, 

Wor. Bob Stanek, and Bro. Hank Foiles (all members of Kempsville #196). 

 

This picture of RW Roger Cort, 56th Masonic District, and other members of Kempsville Lodge #196, are with 

Kempsville Lodge member Bro. Joseph E. Smith (sitting at table).  This picture was taken at Bro. Smith’s 107th 

birthday party in Virginia Beach on January 14, 2011.  Bro. Smith is a 59-year Masonic Veteran.  RW Cort pre-

sented Bro. Smith with MW Chambliss’s lapel pin as a token from the Fraternity. 

 

Fraternally, 

Wor. Robert W. (Bob) Stanek 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Make A Difference Every Day” 
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THE OBLIGATIONS WE TOOK 
RW James Friend Dickerson 

 

Like Knights of yore, I’m on a quest! I’ve traded the trusty steed for an old GMC Yukon; the armor for a 

blue sport coat and khakis; and the bow and arrows for a quiver of questions. Perhaps we’ve encountered each other 

on my quest and questions flew through the air. What have you done with your Masonic Obligations since you knelt 

and took them as your own? What difference has your Fellow Craft’s Obligation made in your life? Have you 

shared your Entered Apprentice’s Obligation with a Brother so he could stand open examination in his Lodge, or 

explain Freemasonry to his sons? When you encounter a Brother not living up to his Master Mason’s Obligation, 

how do you respond? Yes, my quest seeks Light on our Masonic Obligations! 

My first stop involved asking Brothers how they viewed their Masonic obligations. At times I’ve become 

jaded and cynical, feeling we neglect our obligations. Often the Craft gets caught in the social side of Freemasonry 

(wearing rings, belt buckles & hats; putting a decal on the truck; or attending a cookout) and neglect the tenants 

found in our Obligations. Heck, many of us don’t even attend Lodge once a year much less a degree to hear and 

reaffirm our Obligations, sadly leaving these duties to the Lodge Offices and too few faithful Brothers. Comments 

from new Masons particularly lifted my spirits. Several stated that Freemasonry and the commitments found in their 

Obligations provided just the facet missing in their lives. One new Brother quickly stated that he makes better deci-

sions at work and in life thanks to his Masonic Obligations.  Some provided examples of pairing the ―to do’s‖ and 

―not to do’s‖ of their Obligation with the working tools in helping them to make decisions at work and home. In-

stead of just being words recited from rote memorization, their Obligations became an integral part of these Broth-

ers lives, helping them to become better men and Freemasons. As Masons we should all be using our Obligations 

when making family, business and other decisions.  

Last year this quest took me to Pittsylvania Lodge No. 24, in Chatham, Virginia (my grandfather’s Lodge). 

Thanks to the efforts of our Committee on Work, I found the same ritual and three Obligations as used in Central 

Virginia. I felt a much greater connection to my Grandfather, who went to be with the Great Architect in the 1960’s, 

after Brothers (who sat in Lodge with him or remembered him from the nights they received their Masonic Obliga-

tions) shared their memories. Another Brother, whose father (also a Mason) died prior to his being born, shared that 

being Obligated into the Craft brought him closer to his father. These experiences provided more evidence that our 

Obligations serve to make us Freemasons, tying us together from Brother to Brother and generation to generation. 

Internalizing and making our Masonic Obligations a part of us makes us a Freemason, and as such a part of the 

greatest Fraternity in the world.  

My travels provided plenty of observations of Masons living and not living their Masonic Obligations. 

None of us are perfect and able to live our Obligations 100% of the time. Our Masonic trials and the numerous ac-

tions our Grand Masters heal every year, bring our short comings to light. Fortunately, more often I see Freemasons 

helping a Brother to take appropriate corrective action when a shortfall arises than I see Masonic Charges being 

filed. For helping a Brother to live each of his three Obligations, remains an integral part of our Obligation. When 

you hear a Brother commenting inappropriately or see a Brother whose conduct provides less than the minimum for 

living his Obligations, how do you live your Obligation? Do you respond in a helpful or hurtful way? 

With putting these thoughts on paper, my quest does not end. My Masonic Obligations make me a good 

husband and a good man, but I can do better.  I continue the search for more knowledge to improve myself. But 

more importantly for you, how goes your quest for living your Masonic Obligations? Are you living your Obliga-

tions daily? Are you helping, aiding and assisting, or was your Obligation just random words repeated in a specific 

order without use or meaning? Hopefully we’ll have the pleasure of sitting in Lodge together as I continue my 

quest.  Best of success in keeping the commitments you made when kneeling at our sacred alter! 
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The Ensuing Masonic Year 

Rt. Wor. William E. Hershey  

Chairman Committee on Membership 

 

 

As we enter the New Year we put 2010 behind us. As set forth in our Law, the month of De-

cember marked a number of events at the Lodge. Among these were the election of officers, reports by 

the Trustees and the Audit Committee has audited the books of the Secretary and Treasurer. Finally ,we 

heard the Installing Marshall proclaim the Officers duly installed and the Lodge properly constituted for 

the ―Ensuing Masonic Year.‖ 

As you read this article I would ask that you please pause a minute and ask yourself what the 

―Ensuing Masonic Year‖ holds for your Lodge. For some Lodges the future looks bright, candidates are 

working, Petitions are in various stages of acceptance and vote and many Worshipful Masters are busy 

coordinating upcoming degree work. If this is the situation at your Lodge, I contend that you are off to a 

good start. If, on the other hand, your Lodge did not raise a Master Mason last year and you currently 

have no petitions working, I must ask the question, what do you intend to do about it? No one will argue 

it is the prerogative of the Master to rule and govern his Lodge. I suppose that could be translated to 

mean acceptance of the status quo. The decision to do nothing does constitute decision. On a personal 

note, I am hard pressed to understand or even comprehend how a Lodge can decide to accept the status 

quo if it indicates the Lodge will soon be in a position wherein the only course of action is to turn in the 

Charter. This of course is a decision that only the Lodge can make. However, you could also decide you 

are going to do something and start to take action now. 

 The Grand Lodge Committee on Membership is standing by to provide assistance through our 

network of Committeeman and District Membership Coordinators (DMC). If the reading of this article 

has offended anyone, I sincerely apologize to you as that is not my intent. If on the other hand you are 

inclined to make a commitment in the coming year to insure your Lodge will be a part of the community 

for years to come and you would like some help in that area, I am standing by to help. Our assistance is 

confidential and at no cost to the Lodge. The names and contact information for the Brethren on the 

Membership Committee can be found in the Grand Lodge Directory along with the contact information 

for the respective DMCs. As for me, I am available by phone at (540) 972-1692 or e-mail at 

wehershey@comcast.net. I would welcome to opportunity to talk with you about membership develop-

ment and retention when it might be convenient for you. 

mailto:wehershey@comcast.net

