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A statewide One-Day Conferral has been scheduled for Saturday, August 27, 

2011. Executive Order No. 3 has been issued, and it outlines the guidelines for the 

conduct of this program. Lodges which participated in an area One-Day Conferral 

during 2010 will not be permitted to bring candidates to the 2011 program, be-

cause this privilege is not be conducted on a yearly basis. The work will occur at 

eight sites across the Commonwealth, including Shelby Lodge in Bristol, Kena 

Shrine Center, and the Scottish Rite Temples at Norfolk, Portsmouth, Newport 

News, Richmond, Lynchburg, and Roanoke. The work will be coordinated by the 

District Deputy Grand Masters in the respective areas, with the work being guided 

by the Grand Lodge Committee on Work and Committee on Masonic Education. 

An elected Grand Lodge Officer or Past Grand Master will also be at each site. 

If you know of someone who has not made the time available to join the Fra-

ternity through the traditional or alternative (educational) methods; or has not been 

able to complete the catechism work, the Lodge may wish to consider their peti-

tion for participation in this One-Day Conferral Program. Please note, this is not 

an open opportunity to solicit or invite candidates into the Fraternity. The same 

petition process is in place, and the required time to lay over remains the same. 

There are several facts which should be re-emphasized: 

¶ No Lodge is required to participate in the One-Day Conferral Program. If a 

Lodge is capable of conferring the degrees in the traditional method, they 

are encouraged to continue that basis and support the efforts of other Lodg-

es. 

¶ The Master of the Lodge, recommenders for the petitioner, mentor/coach 

should be present during the One-Day Conferral Program to support the 

candidate and help with the work. 

¶ Before being issued a dues card, the candidate must demonstrate proficien-

cy in several areas and be able to express in his own words the meaning of 

the obligations of Freemasonry. 

¶ A mentor, who will conduct the educational program and prepare the candi-

date to be received into the Fraternity, must be assigned to the candidate. 

The candidate must be coached and his proficiency demonstrated prior to 

October 31, before the dues card can be presented. A letter that will allow 

visitation until that time will be presented after the One-Day Conferral Pro-

gram. 

Obviously, a person who enters our Fraternity through either the alternative 

method or One-Day Conferral method must learn the catechism and other ritual 

materials necessary to obtain the Wardenôs Certificate, before they can serve as 

Master of a Lodge. But the work and support of the assigned mentor and the offic-

ers and members of the Lodge should be to inspire the candidate to learn all of the 

three degrees, work with the candidate by giving him duties and causing him to 

feel welcomed into the Fraternity, and inspiring him to grow. Remember, we only 

receive from any good work in relationship to the time and energy and devotion 

that we invest in it. 

This program is not intended to be a Membership Drive for numbers sake, but 

an opportunity to receive candidates who cannot manage to enter through the other 

avenues available. Please look around and present information to a worthy indi-

vidual whom you feel would be a worthy addition to our Craft. 
 

 

John M. Chambliss, Jr. 

Grand Master 



 
 

MARCH  
15 Independent Orange No. 138  

16 Piedmont Stella No. 50  

17 Hamilton-Thompson No. 37  

18 DLCðAlexandria (Scottish Rite)  

19 DLCðRichmond (Scottish Rite)  

21 Manchester No. 14  

22 Mt Carmel No. 133  

26 Scottish Rite Workshop (Richmond) 

28 Suffolk No. 30  

APRIL  

1 
DLCðBig Stone Gap  

(Mountain Empire Community College)  

2 

 

2 

DLCðFt. Chiswell (A.M.)  

(Ft. Chiswell High School)  
DLCðRoanoke (Scottish Rite)  

4 Wytheville No. 82  

5 Edwards No. 308  

7 Chase City No. 119  

9 SASA Provost Spring Meeting  

11 Abingdon No. 48  

12 
Ian Shipley Memorial Golf Tournament 

Newport News 

17-18 Grand Lodge of New Jersey  

19 Williamson Road No. 163  

21 RA Murray Chapter No. 22  

25 Isaacs No. 29  

26 Augusta No. 111  

27-28 Grand Lodge of South Carolina  

28 Hollywood Cemetery - Monroe  

29 Grand Lodge of South Carolina  

30 Monroe Birthplace  

  

  

Mission and Vision Statements of  

The Grand Lodge, A.F. & A.M., of Virginia  

 

 The mission of the Grand Lodge of Virginia is to teach and perpetuate a way of life that promotes the 

Brotherhood of Man under the Fatherhood of God and to assist its Lodges to grow and prosper. 

 The vision of the Grand Lodge of Virginia is to be the premier organization composed of men of in-

tegrity and character, who are honest, true to their word, believe in God, are devoted to family, charitable in 

their community, and courteous and helpful to each other. 
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 May  

3 Temperanceville No. 121  

5 Warwick No. 336  

6-7 Grand Commandery Charlottesville  

9 Melrose Lodge No. 139  

10 100th Anniversary Roanoke Scottish Rite  

12 Sharon Lodge No. 327  

15-16 OES Grand Chapter Hampton  

21 
Masonic Home Ambassadorsô Conference 

Richmond 

24 Midlothian No. 211  

                JUNE  
1 Castle Rock No. 334  

4 DeMolay Grand Master's Class Luray  

6 Dillwyn No. 315  

7 William J McMahon No. 303  

8 Gerry Locher 50 Year Anniversary 

9 Cochran No. 271  

11 Acca Spring Ceremonial  

13 Urbanna No. 83  

14 Broadwater No. 71  

15-16 National Sojourners Convention Richmond 

17 Manasseh Lodge Strawberry Night  

18 Haymarket Lodge No. 313  

Grand Masterôs Schedule Online 
http://www.grandlodgeofvirginia.org/events/index.htm    
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The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge  
OF ANCIENT, FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS OF  

THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA  

Executive Order No. 3  

2010 - 2011 
WHEREAS, there are circumstances when prospective candidates cannot be accommodated by 

the several month or year-long Degree process, and  

WHEREAS, without disruption to the regular conferral of Degrees in the Lodge, we can take 

good men and make them better, in a one-day conferral once every few years,  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, John M. Chambliss, Jr., Grand Master of Masons in Virginia do hereby 

establish and authorize a Statewide One-Day Conferral Class to be conducted on August 27, 2011, 

at Shelby Lodge No. 162, at these six Scottish Rite Valleys (Danville, Newport News, Norfolk, 

Portsmouth, Richmond, and Roanoke), and at the Kena Shrine Center.  

The District Deputy Grand Masters within each location will have primary responsibility and 

will be supported by the Committee on Work, and the Committee on Masonic Education, the Wor-

shipful Masters, Lodge Officers, the District and Lodge Instructors of Work and the District and 

Lodge Educational Officers. There will be an elected Grand Line Officer or Past Grand Master at 

each Conferral site to serve as my personal representative.  

Each candidate will be assigned a mentor, and it is recommended that the Petition signers be 

present as well.  

Detailed guidance will be issued to ensure that the Degrees are conferred in a manner that is 

impressive and memorable to each candidate, and consistent across the Commonwealth.  

Given under my hand and the Seal of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons 

of the Commonwealth of Virginia at the City of Richmond this 7th day of March, A.L. 6011, A.D. 

2011 and in the Two Hundred and Thirty-third year of our Grand Lodge.  

 

 

 

John M. Chambliss, Jr.  

       Grand Master  

Attest:  
 
 
Alan W. Adkins  

Grand Secretary  

SUMMARY: This Executive Order establishes a Statewide, One-Day Conferral Class on August 27  

2011, and prescribes responsibilities for its conduct.  
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This note accompanied Worshipful Morgalôs poem:  

 

 ñI am humbled and honored by the poem Worshipful Shawn Eric Morgal presented (see 

cover of this issue) me during my installation as Worshipful Master at Cochran Lodge No. 271, 

The Plains, Virginia. 

Worshipful Shawnôs dedication and commitment to Masonry is a steady light to the Breth-

ren at Cochran Lodge and I believe his poem, is worthy of sharing with all Masons throughout 

the Commonwealth. 

On behalf of our Lodge, I submit this poem for consideration to the Grand Lodge as a testa-

ment to Freemasonry.ò 

 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

Joel Richard Phillips 

Worshipful Master 

Cochran Lodge No. 271 

The Plains, Virginia 

(On June 9, 2011 the Grand Masterôs Tiled Visit will be held at Cochran Lodge No. 271) 

 

The  time has come for you to serve  
your Lodge as Worshipful Master.  
The Lodge will look to you for now  
to protect it from disaster.  
There will be, no short supply  
of suggestion and advice.  
But all decisions will be yours  
no matter wrong or right.  
Be true and fair, but most of all  
be honest with yourself.  
Donôt bear the burden of all alone 
let your officers be your help.  
Your plan is in place, the schedule is set  
thereôs plenty of places to go. 
But if you find yourself at Lodge more than home  
your wifeôs gonna let you know. 
So take it all in, enjoy while you can  
weôll celebrate with a feast. 
Through tough times and joy  
I hope youôre ready big boy 
cause thatôs your chair in the East! 

 
 

 



 Bobby New stood in the doorway of the restored 

Acacia Lodge in Clifton and greeted his fellow Ma-

sonic Brothers with hugs, back slaps and handshakes. 

ñCome one in and take a look around,ò said New, the 

Worshipful Master of the Lodge. 

ñBrother, you did a good job,ò said Arsenio Caba-

nas, who has been a member of the Lodge for a year. 

On Saturday, Feb. 26, New gave community tours 

of the refurbished landmark, which had been shuttered 

for two years after severe flooding in 2006.  

ñToday feels like weôre coming home,ò New said. 

ñWe have managed [the renovation] from afar for 

over two years and there is nothing like coming home 

to a warm, cozy and inviting place. Our Lodge gives 

us a renewed sense of commitment in óMaking Good 

Men Better.ôò 

ñThis is a great historic building, an important 

part of our community, and itôs good to see it opening 

again,ò said former Clifton Mayor Jim Chesley, who 

stopped by with his wife, Jennifer. 

ñThis has been a long-awaited renovation,ò said 

New, who has been a Mason for 10 years. ñWe have 

had our setbacks, but weôre finally ready to open our 

doors. We will be having our first meeting here in two 

years on Thursday.ò 

ñItôs an exciting time for us,ò said Lodge secretary 

Dave Morris of Fairfax Station. ñFew Lodges get to 

go through a renovation like this.ò 

For two years, Lodge members overcame finan-

cial and practical challenges as they rebuilt the histor-

ic Clifton landmark after two severe floods in 2006 

and 2008 severely damaged the interior. 

ñOur floors just buckled from the weight of 4 feet of standing water,ò Morris said. 

Built in the 1870s, the structure was originally used as a mill on Popeôs Head Creek. The building 

was moved to its current location on Main Street in 1920 and has been home to Acacia Lodge ever 

since. In 1985, the Lodge was designated an historic landmark by the U.S. Department of the Interior. 

The Acacia Lodge, like many historic landmarks, was sited below the floodplain, and the one-story 

building was vulnerable to flood damage. In 2008, when the second flood swamped the entire first floor, 

Lodge members decided that it was time to completely renovate the structure. 

ñTo preserve the building, we had to put it on a lift and move it and then install a new foundation,ò 

New said. The process of shoring up the foundation was arduous, and resembled the way beachfront 

homes are rebuilt after devastating hurricanes. First, workers poured concrete into the foundation to rein-

force it, and then floodgates were installed to let water in and then drain out after severe storms. The 

Masons, who served as general contractors, also repaired beams and floorboards, constructed a ramp for 

handicapped accessibility and installed a new front porch. 

Page 6  V i rg in ia  Mason ic  Hera ld - Mar  2011  

Senior Warden Scott Springer and Worshipful Master 
Bobby New welcome back Masonic brothers to the 
newly renovated lodge. They are standing on the 
ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ƴŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǇƻǊŎƘΦ 
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After the building was moved 

back to the foundation, a second-

floor was added. Two handicap-

accessible bathrooms were added 

to the first floor, and the new se-

cond floor contains the formal 

meeting room, as well as office 

and storage space. Throughout 

the two years of construction, the 

Masons met at the Henry Lodge 

in Fairfax. 

To raise the necessary funds 

for the $270,000 renovations, 

members and others interested in 

maintaining the historic Lodge 

created The Acacia Foundation in 

2007, a non-profit charity for the 

Lodge. Clifton Mayor William R. 

Holloway told New he consid-

ered the Lodge, built and char-

tered in 1877, ñthe first pillar of the community.ò But what, exactly, is a Freemason? 

For centuries, Freemasons have been shrouded in mystery and misconceptions. In popular fiction, 

like Dan Brownôs ñThe Da Vinci Code,ò they have been vilified as cult-like conspirators. But the truth 

is more modest. 

FOUNDED IN THE 1600ôs by British stonemasons, the men-only fraternity conducts closed 

monthly sessions to teach ethics, and raise money for charity, especially medical care. The Shriners are 

one of the oldest Masonic fraternities, and they support well known Shriners Hospitals and Burn Cen-

ters for children across the United States. 

ñBeing a Mason is about being a good man, good husband, good father and someone who leads by 

example,ò New said. ñWe donôt care about your political or religious affiliations, and our members 

come from every walk of life. We have attorneys, judges, business men and just about every other 

trade.ò 

New said the 119 members of the Acacia Lodge have a commitment to community life. The mem-

bers volunteer at many community events, such Clifton Days in October and the Clifton Homes Tour 

and Town Yard Sale in the summer. 

Like New, most Masons have a long history of family involvement, including New whose father, 

brother and uncle are all Freemasons in Virginia. New, who has been the Lodgeôs Worshipful Master or 

president in 2011, lives in Prince William County with his wife, Rae, and three children, Michael, Na-

than and Emily. He is the COO for his family-owned Digital Forensic Company.  

Scott Springer of Springfield is the Lodgeôs Senior Warden or vice president. He said his grandfa-

ther was a Mason and he joined the Lodge to honor him. ñI like the camaraderie, the close-knit feeling. 

This is a quaint little country Lodge with a lot of history,ò Springer said. 

 
By Victoria Ross 

The Connection 

www.connectionnewspapers.com 
 

The second-ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŘƎŜΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳΣ 
storage area and office space. 

http://www.connectionnewspapers.com
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On March 4, 2011, Corporal Frank Buckles completed his journey in this earthly life, having 

been noted as the oldest American veteran of World War I. Brother Buckles was also a Freema-

son, Shriner, and had received the Knight Commander Court of Honour (KCCH) from the Scot-

tish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction in 2008. 

Brother Buckles enlisted in the Army in 1917 at the age of 16 (having misrepresented his 

age) and went into the Ambulance Corps so that he could go where the action was. He was later 

tasked with transporting prisoners. During World War II, he was in the Philippines in Manila 

when the Japanese attacked and he was taken as a prisoner of war and imprisoned for 39 

months. At the time of his death, Corporal Buckles was one of three surviving World War I vet-

erans and the only American of that group. 

On March 15, 2011, his body laid in repose in the amphitheater at Arlington National Cem-

etery where he was later laid to rest with full military honors in the area near General John Per-

shingôs grave (General Pershing had been the Commander of all forces in France during World 

War I and Corporal Buckles had served under his command). During his final years, Corporal 

Buckles continued to fight for a national monument in Washington DC for all who served in 

World War I, not just the memorial for the soldiers of the District of Columbia. 

I had the privilege of representing the Freemasons of Virginia at the burial of Corporal 

Buckles, and the ceremony caused me to reflect on the closing of a chapter in our history. After 

World War I there was an influx within the fraternity and that chapter is quickly closing with 

the passing of those members. After World War II, there was a larger influx and we are seeing 

the impact to the fraternity as they lose their ability to drive at night, with the diminishing 

memory, with the loss of great ritualists, the loss of mentors and friends by their passing. We 

should never forget the gifts that they provided to each one of us. 

Whenever you have the opportunity in your family, in your lodge, and in your community 

to express our appreciation for the services that they gave to us, for the lessons that they have 

taught us, for the encouragement that inspires us to move forward and to do our very best, 

thank them and give them honor and quality time. Time is a precious gift and once it has passed 

by, it can never be replaced. Once a loved one or a friend has passed on, it is too late to mend 

relationships, express our feelings, or receive those final blessings. Do the right thing. Take the 

first step. In everything that you think or do or say, ñMake a Difference Every Dayò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Title graphic courtesy of the National Archives 
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As Fire Fighters, we recently had a very interesting moment in Lake Drummond Lodge. We 

initiated Bro. David Leslie Butler and the entire Degree team was composed of Fire Fighters. It certainly 

was a great evening and we had an excellent turn out. It was another occasion where ótaking care of 

ownô has added meaning. 

Left to Right :  

Wor. Kenneth E. Stephens, Jr.; District Fire Chief, Navy Regional Mid Atlantic (retired)  

[WM for Degree] 

Bro. Roy N. Greer; District Fire Chief, Navy Regional Mid Atlantic (retired)  

[JW for Degree] 

Bro. B. L. "Bud" Williams, Jr.; Fire Chief, Navy Regional Mid Atlantic (retired)  

[Prepared Candidate] 

Bro. David L. Butler; Fire Chief, Navy Regional Mid Atlantic (retired)  

[The Candidate] 

Bro. Kyle L. Billips; Fire Fighter, Chesapeake Fire Department  

[Chaplain for Degree] 

Rt. Wor. Harry C. Slaughter; Deputy Fire Chief, Chesapeake Fire Department (retired)  

[SD for Degree] 

Wor. R. Steven Best; Fire Chief, Chesapeake Fire Department (retired)  

[SW for Degree] 

Bro. Michael J. Gregory; Captain, Oceana Naval Air Station (retired)  

[JD for Degree] 

Bro. Blake T. Roberson; Firefighter/EMT, Chesapeake Fire Department  

[read Charge for Degree] 

 



 

 

Book Review 
Wor. G. Mark Walsh 

 

Mark Tabbert wrote this book out of love for the Fra-

ternity and in part as a fundraiser for the George Wash-

ington National Masonic Memorial, demonstrating his 

commitment to Masonic history. Moreover, his creden-

tials in all rites of the Fraternity are unimpeachable. He 

wrote, published or presented the articles the book con-

tains over a decade in publications that included The 

Northern Light, Magazine of the Scottish Rite of Free-

masonry, Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, and The Jour-

nal of the Masonic Society. The presentations were made 

from London, England to Anchorage, Alaska. 

The work is laid out in such a way as to reflect three 

distinct trains of thought. The first twelve articles all 

concern Masonic history. These range from ñWe Make 

House Calls: óDetectiveô Tabbert Assists Masonic Lodge 

in óDistress,ôò to American Freemasons: Three Centuries 

of Building Communities: Unpublished Conclusion,ò and 

ñThe Happiness of Mankind: George Washingtonôs and 

Freemasonryôs Utopian Vision for the American Repub-

lic, 1783-1793.ò In them we find discussion of interpret-

ing Masonic history through artifacts and documents, the right way to set up exhibits, and Tabbertôs own 

historical interpretations. There is a suitable mixture of his experiences with the Scottish Rite Masonic 

National Heritage Museum and George Washington National Masonic Memorial along with original 

interpretation of Masonic and related history.  

Of interest to the Masonic scholar and Lodge Historian alike is Tabbertôs insistence that there is no 

reason why there shouldnôt be good, professional exhibitions at lodges, temples, and grand lodge muse-

ums ï indeed any and all charged with the preservation and accessibility of Masonic history. The lack of 

systematic preservation is, in his view, the reason for the loss of much of the Fraternityôs early American 

documentation from colonial times in particular.  

Access is dealt with in particular in an article addressing the ñDigital Revolution,ò where he argues 

strongly for centralized databases of Masonic artifacts and archival materials to be made available 

through the George Washington National Masonic Memorial. The interspersing of Tabbertôs own histor-

ical writings among those of a more curatorial inclination provides additional subject matter that main-

tains the readerôs interest and keeps the book moving at a quick but not overly fast pace. 

There is a sound reason for so good a grounding in Masonic history. The second part of the book 

concerns the future of Freemasonry. To quote the author from a later article, ñélet me review where the 

fraternity came from, where it is, and where it might be going. As a historian this is my stock and trade: 

looking at the past to understand the present, so a few predictions can be made.ò In terms of understand-

ing the present and making ña few predictions,ò Tabbert has three dynamic articles in this second part, 
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which are: ñRestructuring American Freemasonry Part I: Craft Freemasonry,ò ñRestructuring American 

Freemasonry Part II: Appendent Bodies and York Rite Freemasonry,ò and ñRestructuring American 

Freemasonry Part III: The Scottish Rite.ò Each of these articles approaches its subject with the diagnos-

tic skills of a life-long practitioner. In addition to being a Past Master, Tabbert is also a 33rd degree 

member of the Scottish Rite and a member of all three York Rite Masonic Bodies. 

Without giving everything away, suffice it to say that Tabbert identifies reasons in each of these 

articles for the decline of Freemasonry in its Craft, York Rite, and Scottish Rite forms. The solutions 

offered are precise, and feature a return to emphasizing the quality rather than quantity of candidates 

and members as they progress through the degrees so that there are exemplar Master Masons filling 

Craft lodges that then feed the York and Scottish Rite higher degrees. Time and effort is given over to 

education and understanding, with individual attention and regular movement through the line to ad-

vance to higher degrees.  

Two pivotal recommendations stand out. First, only real-time Past Masters advance to higher de-

grees, so that the ñvirtual Past Masterôs degreeò is no longer offered. Second, in recognition of the 

twenty-first century landscape, the Northern Masonic and Southern Jurisdictions of the Scottish Rite 

merge into a single governing body. Tabbert is unapologetic in stressing that this approach centers on a 

return to the original elitism of early Scottish Rite Masonry. The Fraternity should want American men 

of good quality to seek, ask and knock on Freemasonry's door.  

The third part of this book consists of one single article of singular importance. ñThe Happiness of 

the Lodgeò is a striking conclusion to a very thought provoking book. In this article, Tabbert challenges 

Masons to look beyond the business of the lodge, past the fun of a fraternal body, to the happiness of its 

members and indeed the wider world. 

These three parts combine to create one of the most important works in recent American Masonic 

scholarship. 

The first part described, dealing with Masonic history, could stand alone as a primer for Lodge His-

torians. The second part all by itself is a remarkable discussion of the decline of American Freemasonry 

with a prescription for its recovery. And finally, the last article is something that we all should be work-

ing towards. That Mark Tabbert succeeds in weaving all three parts into a single tapestry of Masonic 

colors and textures is the genius of this book. It is as if he hand-painted an apron with Masonic symbols 

that shows the Wisdom of the past, the Strength required to face the present, and the Beauty of Masonic 

ideals that give us the overarching reasons for all that we do. The reader can look at the words as just 

that, and perhaps take issue with both the interpretation of the past and prescription for the future, and 

not see the cable tow holding everything together. Or the reader can delve into the hand-painted apron 

quality of the book and look for Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty. 

Few others have so eloquently provided the best ways of preserving and accessing Masonic history, 

calculating formulae for a future recovery, and binding us together then and now in the Fraternity and 

wider world. Ultimately, this book has shown American Masonry on the Level of Time, made argu-

ments for the exemplification of the Bee Hive, and reminded us of the Brotherly Love we are called 

upon to spread with our Trowels.  

 

 

Mark A. Tabbert, Museum and Memorial: Ten years of Masonic Writings, Cornerstone Book Pub-

lishers, New Orleans, LA, 2011, x, 166 pages. (Available from the George Washington National Ma-

sonic Memorial, www.gwmemorial.org/gifts.php $16.95)  
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By Rt Wor William Hersey 

 

By the time my article for this monthôs issue of the Herald Supplement is published and your have 

taken time to read it, many of the significant events for your Lodge or District this year will have already 

taken place.  The District Deputy will have already made his Official Visit to your Lodge, the prepon-

derance of the District Leadership Conferences have been held and our Grand Master will have made no 

less than 40 District Tiled or Dinner Visits.  This is not to mention the many other Masonic events and 

ceremonial visits that fill his calendar.  In conjunction with this flurry of activity however, I need to ask 

you a personal question with regards to your contribution to Freemasonry in the state of Virginia.  Are 

you making a difference or are you just marking time?  What is going on in your Lodge? 

Of course my question about how things are going in your Lodge or District relates to Membership; 

more specifically membership retention.  Has anyone called that Brother who we have not seen for a 

while to determine how he or his family is doing?  Has anyone let him know we are interested in his 

welfare and not just his dues?  What about events at the Lodge that would make a Brother want to leave 

the house and come to the Lodge for the Stated Communication?  Are programs being presented in your 

Lodge that would make a Brother leave Lodge with the feeling his investment of $3.50 a gallon for gas-

oline to attend Lodge this evening was a worthwhile investment or did the program consist of reading 

correspondence, doing introductions and paying the bills?  In essence, are you making a difference or 

just marking time? 

What about new members?  Well, there is an opportunity to do something about new members and 

increasing the numbers on our membership rolls with the names of worthy men of good moral character 

who are Masons in their daily lives but not yet members of the Craft.   The Grand Masterôs Edict #3 an-

nounces the opportunity for a Statewide One Day Conferral on August 27, 2011.  August 27?  Whatôs 

the need to hurry?  August 27 will not be here until almost the end of summer and we have not yet 

marked the arrival of Spring.  Whatôs the hurry?  Well, given the time required to properly process a 

petition there is very little time left to ñMake a Difference.ò However, if you are content to just mark 

time that is something you can well accomplish without assistance.  On the other hand, if you are inter-

ested in ñMaking A Differenceò and are looking for assistance regarding the One Day Conferral, the 

Grand Lodge Membership Committee and your District Membership Coordinator (DMC) is ready to 

provide assistance as may be required. 

All assistance is confidential and at no cost to the Lodge.  The contact information for the Brethren 

on the Membership Committee or your DMC can be found in the Grand Lodge Directory.   As for me, I 

am available by phone at 540-972-1692 or e-mail at wehershey@comcast.net.  I would welcome the op-

portunity to talk with you about membership development and retention when it might be convenient for 

you and I look forward to answering questions you might have or just have a conversation about how we 

together can ñMake A Difference.ò  
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