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òEntered Apprentice Contemplating the Rough Ashlaró 

Made of marble material by the artist, David Lettelier from Havana, Florida. Currently limited to only 500.  
The statue measures 8ò tall by 4ò wide, with the wood base, it is 10ò wide by 6ò deep. 
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The Simple Question and   
The Proper Answer 

 
We have all heard stories told by Third Grade 

�W�H�D�F�K�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �K�D�Y�H�� �H�Y�H�Q�� �O�D�X�J�K�H�G�� �D�W�� �$�U�W�� �/�L�Q�N�O�H�W�W�H�U�¶�V�� 
�U�H�P�D�U�N�V�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �³�.�L�G�V�� �6�D�\�� �W�K�H�� �'�D�U�Q�G�H�V�W�� �7�K�L�Q�J�V���´�� �2�Q�H�� �R�I��
my favorite stories is about the seven-year old girl who 
�D�V�N�H�G�� �K�H�U�� �P�R�W�K�H�U���� �³�:�K�H�U�H�� �G�R�� �E�D�E�L�H�V�� �F�R�P�H�� �I�U�R�P�"�´�� �7�K�H��
bewildered Mom struggled with trying to find the right 
words to explain the biological process to her daughter, 
and just as she was preparing to answer, the daughter 
�D�G�G�H�G�����³�6�D�O�O�\���V�D�L�G���K�H�U���P�R�W�K�H�U���Z�D�V���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���K�R�V�S�L�W�D�O����
and she was going to get a baby brother, so I wanted to 
�N�Q�R�Z�� �L�I�� �Z�H�� �F�R�X�O�G�� �J�R�� �W�K�H�U�H�� �W�R�R�"�´�� �,�� �D�P�� �F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H��
mom in this story was greatly relieved when she  
�G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �V�K�H�� �G�L�G�Q�¶�W�� �Q�H�H�G�� �D�� �F�R�P�S�O�H�[�� �D�Q�V�Z�H�U���� 
simply one adequate to satisfy the curiosity for the  
moment. 

I had a similar experience when I visited a Lodge 
room recently with my seven-year old granddaughter, 
�D�Q�G���V�K�H���D�V�N�H�G�����³�:�K�\���G�R���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���W�K�R�V�H���W�Z�R���U�R�F�N�V���L�Q���W�K�H��
�U�R�R�P�� ���U�R�X�J�K�� �D�V�K�O�D�U�� �D�Q�G�� �S�H�U�I�H�F�W�� �D�V�K�O�D�U���"�´�� �$�I�W�H�U�� �W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J��
for a moment, I reminded her about the crafts that she 
�K�D�G���E�X�L�O�W���Z�L�W�K���K�H�U���P�R�P���D�Q�G���G�D�G���X�V�L�Q�J���Z�R�R�G�����³�:�K�H�Q���\�R�X��
�Z�H�U�H�� �J�R�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �Q�D�L�O�� �R�U�� �J�O�X�H�� �W�Z�R�� �S�L�H�F�H�V�� �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���� �G�R�Q�¶�W��
they fit together better if they are smooth instead of 
�U�R�X�J�K�� �R�U�� �O�L�N�H�� �X�V�L�Q�J�� �D�� �E�R�D�U�G�� �D�Q�G�� �D�� �W�Z�L�J�"�´�� �6�K�H�� �D�Q�V�Z�H�U�H�G��
�W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�\�� �G�L�G���� �,�� �W�K�H�Q�� �H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �U�R�X�J�K�� �³�U�R�F�N�´�� �R�I��
stone was the type you would find in a quarry or perhaps 
in a field, but to be used by a builder, it sometimes had 
to be made smooth so that the two stones would fit  
together better. I told her that the workers would use 
their tools to measure for the proper size stone, make it 
smooth, and then take it to the builder to use. This  
simple answer had satisfied her question. 

As we work in our Lodge, perhaps we should 
remember that we as speculative Masons are working 
with people, not stones, but have the same task as the 
workers. Our products are Living Stones of Human life. 
The rough corners are the imperfections, the vices, and 


